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PRIME MINISTER MARTENS ON FISCAL POLICY OPTIONS 





LD191045 Brussels LE SOIR in French 13 Jan 81 p 2 
[C.L. Binnemans report: "Mr Martens Promises Us More ‘Efforts’ Next Easter™] 


[Text] Efforts and more efforts, and probably, sacrifices--this is what Prime Mininster 
Wildried Martens forecasts for the population ‘n both the medium and the longer term. 
that is, for the coming days and months. 


Mr Martens expects that all the provisions of the “recovery laws" will be implemented 
when, at the end of this week the final discussions among the parliamentary majority will 
have cleared the way for the coming vote and its implementation from February onward. A 
pressure stronger than hitherto envisaged may be exerted on the highest incomes. 


Later, the government is to take budget problems in hand. As early as ne»: Monday, work 
connected with checking expenditure is to begin. It is to be concluded by Easter. 


After, successfully or not, formulating a policy aimed at reducing expenditure, Mr Martens 
and his ministers intend to devote their attention to the “tricky and difficult” decision 
concerning long term savings. 


They are to consider national defense, national education and public works, anc also 
"transfers" which, unless we are mistaken, could mean unemployment benefits, family 
allowances and the retirement pensions structure.... We do not know what “is bound to” 
means. 


During the Sunday midday "Facing the Press" television program, the prime minister gave 
some current information and made some longer-term forecasts. 


What was rather unusual was that, even though some experienced interviewers, led by 
Christiane Lepere, were present, Mr Martens himself spoke almost throughout the hour-long 
program. It was a kind of “one-man show,” rather serious and both well documented and 
earnest. No one seemed prepared to either interrupt or attack the politician. 


You can either like or dislike Mr Wilfried Martens and either approve of his policy or 
believe that it is bound to lead to disaster; but he has undoubtedly behaved like a leader 
who is certain, first, that there is no alternative to what he is doing and preparing 

and, second, that no one else can do it.... 


Mode rat ion 


Thus, ome more, the synthesis and the steps aimed at keeping incomes down and improving 
social security which are now being considered by parliament require more than 50 billion 
francs, which the population is being asked to provide, including 25 billion through 

wage restraint and 31 billion through streamlining social security (5.2 billion francs in 
additional contributions levied in the private sector, 4.8 billion in the public sector 
and 3.8 billion among the self-employed, plus 17.3 instead of 15 billion saved as a 
result of an agreement with the medical profession). 


However, 7.3 billion francs are to be refunded to enterprises through tax rebates to help 
them on their way to recovery. 


Mr Martens asserts that the working classes are not to carry the main burden. It cannot 
be said that only wages have been affected. For instance, a number of tax rates have 
remained unchanged. Incomes below 35,000 francs have not been affected. On the other 
hand, high salaries--in semipublic financial institutions, for instance--are to be 
heavily taxed. 
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One problem has not been resolved by parliamentary committees during this week--some 
people want to see amendments introduced providing for higher taxation for people with the 
highest incomes, whereas some other people would like to see the tax burden of families, 
which have high expenses, lightened to some extent. 


"We will have to come to an agreement,” Mr Martens stated. “The majority has shown that 
it is coherent. We will be able to overcome the final obstacle." And he hinted that if 
it is a question of taxing more heavily incomes of more than 5 million per annum, it covld 
well be possible to lower this threshold.... 


And Mr Martens continued: "With reference to wage restraint, the government no longer 
negotiates with social interlocutors. It could possibly agree to engage in talks if asked 
to do so. The entire government faced its responsipilities by submitting its eight plans 
prior to 31 December 1980. 


National Defense Again 


But is the total of 50 billion francs thus to be obtained sufficient? Apparently not. 
We will be confronted with new difficulties: our account is still overdrawn. How can 
we moderate our expenditure and pay our debts? Will the majority stand the test? And 
how will public opinion react to all this? 


In this realm of problems Mr Martens stressed, first, the substantial financial deprecia- 
tion which is emerging. Of this depreciation 16 billion francs are the predictable and 
established result of the rehabilitation plan. But the drop in revenue is reaching some 
50 billion, as compared with last July's forecasts. Economic activity has weakened 
dangerously, “vertically,” since September. 


Therefore, the budgetary problem remains, over and above the plan for restraint and 
rehabilitation. And with this problem the options which, in the prime minister's view, 
an attempted solution seems to require also remain. 


"You cannot do everything at once,” Mr Martens declares. “A minimum amount of time is 
needed. We are already preparing new drafts which will be submitted to Parliament with 
all necessary measures.” 


It will be the stage of “delicate and difficult choices.” These choices are to be deter- 
mined before Easter. 


So we come back to national defense and the expense implied in our membership of NATO. 
A study group is setting to work: these specific problems are on the ag>nda of govern- 
ment meetings this week. 


The “Transfers” Implicated 


National education will also be examined, as will public works. As for “transfers,” and 
we know that in politics this word means a fair distribution of the wealth produced by the 
country so that the most underprivileged also benefit by it, the prime minister did not 
indicate what he was considering while he was talking. But he said: “Some sectors will 
have to be radically reformed." He noted: "This is not envisaged in the government 
statement.” 


So the objection arises--and it was made at the end of the TV program--"You cannot count on 
an enthusiastic attitude from the public. You are now taking decisions without reference 
to political partners. Regicnalization has been accomplished and problems are arising, 

in ferrous metallurgy, for instance. Should you not consider the danger of political 
destabilization?" 
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Mr Martens reply was: “Amid all our difticulties this is perhaps just the right time to 
see whether the regionalization system which has been developed and put into practice is 
a good one. Each region must administer itself on the basis of its own problems. But 
important sectors remain within the national purview. National decisions will have to be 
taken and national solidarity will have to play a part.” 


And he concluded: "The time has come for a government which must govern.” 


THE NETHERLANDS 





GOVERNMENT REGRETS PRC WISH TO DOWNGRADE MISSIONS 





NC192001 Paris AFP in English 1953 GMT 19 Jan 81 


[Text] The Hague, 19 Jan (AFP)--The Dutch Government “learned with regret China's desire 
to negotiate the downgrading of the status of diplomatic missions in each other's country,” 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman said here today. 


Earlier today, China announced that it wanted the missions to be headed by arges d'affaires 
as a result of The Netherlands’ planned sale of two submarines to Taiwan. 


Dutch political observers said that The Netherlands would announce its reaction after 
parliament had reconsidered the matter. The debate could occur Thursday, observers said. 
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LEADERS CONGRATULATE [INCOMING U.S. ADMINISTRATION 





Schmidt's Telegram 
LD201848 Hamburg DPA in German 1800 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] Bonn, 20 Jan (DPA)--Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt sent telegrams of congratula- 
tions to President Ronald Reagan, Vice President George Bush and Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig. “I am looking forward to a trustful and fruitful cooperation,” Schmidt noted in his 
telegram to Reagan. He said he is convinced that the commonality of ideology and agreement 
concerning the interests of the two countries will remain the touchstone for relations between 
the United States and the Federal Republic. He agrees wholly and entirely with Reagan that 
the joint strengthening of the North Atlantic alliance and close consultations between the 
partners of the alliance are of paramount importance. 


Carstens’ Greetings 
LD201552 Hamburg DPA in German 1427 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] Bonn, 20 Jan (DPA)--Federal President Karl Carstens sent a telegram of congratulations 
to U.S. President Ronald Reagan on his inauguration. Carstens wrote that at this moment he 

is thinking of the lofty ideals to which the United States and its friends jointly feel bound: 
“libercy, under whose banner the United States of America entered the stage of history 200 
years ago; the dignity of man and justice, which is indispensable for the internal and external 
peace of peoples and the preservation and safeguarding of peace, on which the future of man- 
kind depends.” 


Carstens said he hopes that under Reagan's presidency *he United States will find ways to meet 
the challenges of a changing world in peace and freedom. He stressed the friendship between 
Germans and Americans, which has grown over three decades. He said he is convinced it will 
continue to prove itself and be further consolidated in the coming years. 


In a greetings telegram to departing President Carter, Carstens recalled his visit to the 
Federal Republic and to Berlin in the summer of 1978. During this visit, Carter's impressive 
commitment to Berlin's freedom and security and to the German people's right to self-deter- 
mination will not be forgotten. 


SCHMIDT COMMENTS ON UPCOMING U.S. POLICY TALKS 





LD210950 Hamburg DPA in German 0930 GMT 21 Jan 81 


[Text] Bonn, 21 Jan (DPA)--According to Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, the Federal 
Government will have consultations without delay with the administration of new U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan who was inaugurated on Tuesday. Addressing the SPD parliamentary group 

Tuesday, the chancellor said that Bonn strongly will stress the need for diplomatic coopera- 
tion with the Soviet Union in its tilks with the U.S. administration and will insist on a 
policy of balance. 


According to the parliamentary group today, Schmidt said the prospects for a meaningful 
divisi«m of labor within the overall concept with which the West intends to respond to the 
Sovier Union's policy of expansion, particularly in the case of Afghanistan, are good. 


The cimoacellor confirmed that he will travel to the United States for talks with President 
Reagan “somewhat later" than Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, who is to visit the 
United States in March. 
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GENSCHER AFFIRMS COOPERATION WITH ..S. LEADERSHIP 





LD201456 Hamburg DPA in German 1406 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Excerpt] Bonn, 20 Jan (DPA)--Hans-Dietrich Genscher, FDP chairman and federal foreign 
minister, stressed the FDP’s determination to implement vigorously the policy agreed with the 
SPD. He told tne FDP parliamentary group in Bonn today that the integration of the Federal 
Kepublic in the Western alliance and in the European Community is the basis of German and 
European security. German-American friendship is a permanent element of German foreign policy. 
Genscher again called for efforts for arms control and disarmament. He said he is convinced 
the Federal Government will cooperate closely and trustingly with the new American leadership, 
which has stated its desire for close cooperation with the European allies. President Ronald 
Reagan and Secretary of State Alexander Haig are politicians who approach their task with 
great realism and a sense of responsibility. 


SCHMIDT GRANTS INTERVIEW TO FRENCH TELEVISION 





LD191820 Hamburg DPA in German 1135 GMT 19 Jan 81 


[Text] Bonn, 19 Jan (DPA)--Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt takes a positive view of the 
prospects for good cooperation between the United States and the states of West Europe in 
the era of new President Ronald Reagan. In an interview with French television, “Antenne 
Deux,” the chancellor siressed on Monday that Reagan has very clear ideas of America's over- 
all strategy with regard not only to Europe but also to other parts of the world. However, 
the United States’ economic troubles also demand the new administration's strict attention. 


Schmidt replied in the negative when asked whether he feared that Reagan's policy would be 
“ham-fisted" [politik des groben klotzes]. In the 4 or 5 years he had worked in Europe as 
commander in chief of the NATO forces, tne new Secretary of State Alexander Haig had, in fact, 
rot given an impression of naivete. Haig is undoubtedly an American secretary of state who is 
able to judge Europe's problems very well and who knows well a number of Europe's leading 
politicians. The Bonn head of state said on the eve of Reagan taking office, “We all know 
that in the difficult situation in the world in 1981, we are dependent on good cwoperation 
with the United States." 


The chancelior stressed that Le always has believed that detente is possible and can be 
realized only on the basis of a balance of power. But he said he sees this balance threatened 
by the Soviet S$S-20 missiles which so far are not matched by a Western equivalent in sufficient 
numbers. "This balance must be taken care of, without a doubt,” said Schmidt. In the federal 
chancellor's view, the Poles are able to solve their difficulties themselves. It would be a 
“great tragedy" were someone to try from outside to interfere in the difficulties which un- 
doubtedly have appeared at the moment. When asked directly on a possible Soviet intervention, 
Schmidt replied that responsible members of government and heads of government have to be 
prepared for difficult situations not only domestically but also have to be prepared together 
with their friends and allies. Schmidt declared, “Our stance is one of noninterferenc:.” 

"We must assume that others also keep to their obligations.” 


The chancellor said that French and German interests are to a large extent parallel and will 
remain this way in the years and decades to come. He described as a “fairy tale” reports of a 
“cooling off" between Paris and Bonn. His good understanding with President Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing is a “blessing.” The chancellor referred to the differing situations of the Federal 
Republic and France. The Federal Republic is not a nuclear power and has no permanent seat on 
the UN Security Council. Germany is a divided country. “This means that we have to tread 
more carefully than France.” 


On cooperation among the European states in combacting terrorism, Schmidt's view is that in 
cases such as that of Italian Judge d‘Urso and the German employer's President Schleyer, the 
government in question had to bear the re ponsibility itself. Schmidt emphasized, “I am not 
in favor of democratic governments letting themelves be blackmailed.” 
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OPPOSITION TO AL-OQADHDHAFI EUROPEAN VISIT REPORTED 





LD201113 Paris LE MONDE in French 20 Jan 81 p 5 


[Text] According to a reliable source, France does not want Colonel al-OQadhdhafi's 
official visit to Italy and the FRG during the first half of 1981 to take place. France 
has not made any official approaches to Rome and Bonn. But, it seems, it has made known 
its feeling--motivated by Libyan policy in Chad--during political consultations among the 
[European] Ten. 


According to British sources, the French Government only wishes such visits or visits by 
otner Libyan leaders to Community states to take place if they seem absolutely necessary. 
The Chad quzetion and relations with Libya probably will be discussed during the Ten's 
policy cooperation meeting in Brussels on Tuesday 20 January and at the forthcoming French- 
Italian summit (22-23 January) and French-German summit (5 and 6 February). 


GOVERNMENT MOVES TO RESOLVE LIBYAN OIL DISPUT” 





LD191119 Paris LE SONDE in French 16 Jan 81 p 29 
["B.D." report: “ELF-Aquitaine To Defer Implementation of Libyan Oil-Prospecting Agreement” |] 


[Text] Mr Barre finally has settled the dispute between Mr Giraud and Mr Chalandon over 
ELF-Aquitaine’s signing of a prospecting and production contract in Libya relating to five 
sectors with a total surface area of 15,000 km. The official text stresses that “the Hotel 
Matignon announces that, during the ELF-Quitaine national company’s [SNEA] board meeting 

on 14 January, the government comuissioners asked the company, in view of the recent develop- 
ment in the situation in Africa, *o defer implementation of the oil-prospectins agreements 
which it reached with the Libyan authorities on 1 December 1980 in the exercise of its 
management responsibilities. The board took note of the request.” 


As he already stated at the L'EXPANSION forum the day after the publication of a communique 
by the industry minister--a communique which the Hotel Matignon did not appreciate -the 
prime minister recalls that the contracts were signed by Mr Chalandon “in the exercise of 
his management responsibilities.” The SNEA chairman therefore is cleared of accusations 
that he used guerrilla tactics. The fact that the commusique has been issued by the Hotel 
Matignon and not the minister responsible is sienificant in this respect. 


“In view of the recent situation in Africa,” however, Mr Chaladon is asked to “defer 
implementation of the prospecting agreements in Libya.” That seems very vague. It can 
be assumed that ELF-Aquitaine will refrain from investing in prospecting and production 
for a few wonths. (However, this type of contract usually includes clauses which force 
the company to invest within a certain time or lose its rights.) 


The prime minister's communique discreetly ends an incident between the industry minister 
and the SNEA chairman which, to say the least, could and should have been avoided. 


LD MONDE VIEWS GISCARD, ELECTION CAMPAIGN 





LD201137 Paris LE MONDE in French 18-19 Jan 81 pp 1, 5 


[Noel-Jean Bergeroux article: “Presidentiai Campaign Launched in Rambouillet With Review 
of 7-Year Term” | 


[Excerpt] “The president of the Republic keeps his promises.” This is, of course, the 
mea ing which the goverrment attached to the extraordinary cabinet meeting held in 
Rambouillet on Friday: 
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The head of state keeps his promises and scrupulously ensures that the work he started 
is completed in a satisfactory way. He solemnly is checking that in his speeches during 
his 7-year term, he has not raised any hopes which have not been reajized. Another 
extraordinary cabinet meeting at the end of February will close the record book. 


Thus, 42 government and head of state who so often give an impression of “advance 
publicity” are taking the risk of seeming to give an impression of “repetition.” For, 
with fev exceptions, the bill on professional equality, the creation of a children's 
institute, the measures contained in the 21 official pages published on Friday are not new. 
They already have been announced and have drawn comment. They already have been used 

by the government to demonstrate the generosity of its intentions. 


The list includes legis] «ive documents which give shape to an idea previously launched-- 
professional equality for instance; implementation decrees adopted in recent months to 
bring recently-adopted laws into effect (pension insurance for craftsemn, family income); 
and adjustments of budgetary items implementing projects included in the figures in the 
1981 finance lav. 


This is repetition ("information™ the Elysee would say) but also a deliberate attempt to 
give the impression of a firm line and good management; an “end of term” impression. 
Whether intentional or not, that impression is very real: The government is clearing 

the decks. Mr Ciscard d‘Estaing is trying to give the impression that the ministers are 
tidying their school bags and clearing their desks before leaving school. Perhaps after 
all he is trying to give rot only the impression of a completed task but also to 

suggest that there could be a new system, a change after his possible reelection’? The 
work of this /-year term is over. This government has finished. Another one will replace 
it and it will not be the same. That suggests a new version of the theme of change. 


On the basis of this extraordinary cabinet meeting, therefore, it would aot be too much 
to say that the present government is finishing current owriness. This is one way of 
confirming that France is now in an election campaign. 


From this viewpoint, moreover, it now seems more difficult for the outgoing president 
not to indicate his intentions more clearly, intentions which nobody now seems to doubt 
but which remain deceptively veiled in mystery. 


Indeed, he is now alone on stage. Arcund him the government machine is becoming more 
administrative than ever and more subordinate. The ministers are working owt their 
notice. If they stili have a role to play, the head of state reminded them of Friday, 
it will be to defend and promote with all their conviction what they have achieved 
during their term in office. However, for the time being, they have no future.... 


It is now up to the head of state to say what he intends to do about the future. The 
campaign to cast doubt on his ability to seek a second term will only end when he 
annoumes his decision. 


The RPR currently is guided by a kind of preventive strategy. “If he stands, he has 
every chance of being defeated,” Bernard Pons said. “We now have a chance of winning’ 

as the Gaullist party's spokesmen officially say, taking care not to specify what 
instructions they will give if there is a straight fight between ‘alery Giscard d‘Esteing 
and Francois Mitterrand. 


Doest this mean that Mr Chirac's friends no longer rule out the possibility of giving 
the left a kind of “pass”--of changing alliances? 


These question, raised here and there by the ever growing virulence of the Gaullist 
attacks, partly are answered by the straiegy «of trying t« prevent a candidacy which it 
will be difficult to reject totally when the time comes. 
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If the GCasllists are so anxious for Ciscard d*Estaing not to stand, if they are issuing 
increasing warnings and if some of them in private even go so far as to seem to be 
worried by a campaign “ull of “scandals,” it is because they are aware of the difficulty 
they will have in mot, sooner or later, giving reluctant or wholehearted support to a 
rightwing candidate who stays ig the race against a leftwing candidate. Of course, they 
also know that if Ciscard d‘Estaing is reelected with any kind of appreciable margin they 
will, as one of them said, be able to take stock of themselves. They also know that the 
UDF, inone form or another, will be the instrument of retaliation when the time comes to 
elect deputies. (Did not UDF cadre Berthet recommend that his leaders immediately name 
candidates for all the parliamentary constituencies’) 


The Gaullists no dowbt know all that, but they are also aware that their statements about 
their chances of appearing in the second round are only seen as exorcisms or incantations. 
They will have to choose in the second round of the spring election. A party which left 
its voters free, abandoning its alliances, will be taking arisk which will be difficult 
to assess whatever the outcome. 


Indeed, it isinstitutional constraints which form the strictest guarantee of the alliances. 
It could be considered that if Giscard d*Estaing succeeds in winning a presidential majority, 
it will be due partly to the parliamentary electoral law which gives rise to the 
parliamentary majority. 


In other words, those who are not in the victory camp in the presidential election are 
likely to be unable to have their deputies elected if the assembly is dissolved. This is 
because most of the candidates in the constituencies cannot be elected without alliances 
as the two-round uninominal majority voting system requires. 


That is an entirely different matter from the possible transfer of votes. It is one thing 
to observe or predict that a particular proportion of the Gaullist voters prefer to vote for 
the socialist candidate than for the Giscardian candidate. It is another thing for a party 
leadership to take a decision to stand down or not to stand down, a decision which involves 
the party's social thinking. 


The president's deteriorating image in the opinion polls, confirmed again on Friday, and 
the government's gradual winding down probably strengthen the position of those who want 
the head of state to enter the preliminary campaign. However, Mr Giscard d’Estaing has 
in any case already put on his battle dress. 


MITTERRAND WILL DISSOLVE ASSEMBLY IF ELECTED 





LD201405 Paris LE MONDE in French 18-19 Jan 81 p- 5 


[Text] Im an interview granted to the weekly VALEURS ACTUELLES, Francois Mitterrand con- 
firmed that he will dissolve the National Assembly if he is elected president of the 


republic. 


“as for the future majority,” he said, “there are many hypotheses....However, if the French 
enjoy being inconsistent, their choice must be respected. The electoral and government 
agreements will be a matter for the parties.” 


PCF orgen L‘HUMANITE concludes that the PS candidate “is justifying in advance alliances 
which would enable the right and the PS to govern together as in the past.” 
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PRESIDENT PERTINI CREETS PRESIDEN. REACAN 





AU202012 Rome ANSA in English 2005 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] Rome, 20 Jan (ANSA)—Italian head-of-state Sandro Pertini expressed his “warmest 
wishes” that President Ronald Reagan's ‘sandate in the White House will be “crowned by 
success” in a message dispatched today tu mark the new president's inauguration. 


“The tesks awaiting you are among the most heavy and the wisdom and responsibility of 
your work are, and will be, under the eyes, not only of your own people, but of the orld”, 
Pertini added. “But lam deeply convinced that ~ 4 will manage to deal with the grave 
problems that the world scene preserts in this , erticular historical moment, vith equili- 
brium and working in the interest not only of your people, but of che entire international 
communit», 


"It is thus with this certainty that, aware of how strong are the ties between our two 
countries and peoples, I send you my best and most sincere wishes for the pursuance of 
your very high mission". 


FOREICN MINISTRY SEEKS TO RESUME IRAN RELATIONS 





LD191916 Rome Domestic Service in Jtalian 1630 GMT 19 Jan 81 


[Text] As one of the first results of the host-ges’ release, our Foreign Ministry hes 
announced that the restrictive economic measures decided against Iran have no reason to 
continue. Indeed, the Foreign Ministry has expressed the hope that a way will be re- 
opened for the resumption of normal relations in every sector, especially that of trade. 


BERLINGUER HITS ‘CONCESSIONS’ TO TERRORISTS 





LD201603 Rome L'UNTTA in Italian 17 Jan 81 pp 1, 17 


[Giorgic frasca Polara report on PCI Secretary General "nrico Berlinguer’s 16 January 
address to the Italian lower house: “Republic and Freedom at Stake") 


[Text] Rome--Why has the lower hous- svddently been asked to take a vote of confidence 
in the government instead of voting on a simple motion on the prime minister's statement? 
Enrico Berlinguer asked yesterday in the lower house, opposing the motion for the 
Communists. Everyone in this room knows why, he added, but all citizens should know 

why too. There is only one reason, and it was clearly stated a few months ago by Deputy 
Battaglia: by calling for a vote of confidence, the aim was to brush aside the motion 
introduced by the PRI expressing full solidarity with the newspapers which refused to 
accept the demand to publish the Trani and Palmi terrorists’ communiques. 


We all know, the PCI secretary general continued, that this was not wanted particularly 
by the PSI. Therefore, irrespective of Deputy Forlani’s verbal acrobatics and tightrope 
walking, the fact remains that, having failed during the days of highest tension to adopt 
ite own stance on the isewe of publishing the communiques, while all kinds of threats and 
pressures were being exerted on the press ts publish them, the government is now shirking 
ite duty--which, after all, would not requirz any particular courage--to express its full 
solidarity after the event with a clear political act. And it really is not enough to 
say that the Republican's motion does not contradict Deputy Forlani’s remarks. 


Berlinguer, who was heeded with silent attention by the entire house, stressed that this 
is the latest instance of the cowardly and petty conduct displayed by the government 
during the events that began with Judge D'Urso's kidnapping, and especially following the 
sudden note from the Socialists at Christmas, which the prime minister essentially 


epoused. 
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Hs declined to point out the events which marked the stady collapse of the steadfast line. 
This has been done excellently, however, he pointed out, by Comrade Natta [PCI floor leader] 
and several other .clleagues--from the sudden and brazen evacuation of the Asinara top- 
security wing, to the conversations end meetings tolerated and authorized at the Trani, 
Palai and Milan prisons, to the silence on the issue of what stance the press should adopt: 
a mockery of legality and an unprecedented abdicatica by the government of its duty to 
specify, pursue and make known 4 clear policy line. 


One thing that is certair is that rarely has such a glaring contradiction been seen between 
words and deeds, between the pompous declarations of steadfastness and the deeds of specific 
submission. The aim was thus to pislead the country, by throwing it into confusion in 
order to conceal the real and undeniable fact «mat som kind of pact was reached with the 
terrorists. 


The PCI secretary general pointed owt next that the verbal resourcefulness of some DC and 
Socialist leaders has led to this being defined as a policy of “balanced steadfastness.” 
These are meager expedients, he said, since this expression is not new to anyone acquainted 
with our country's history. It was used very frequently between 1920 and 1922 by politicians 
and members of government with respect to the fascist attacks on the Socialist and Communist 
parties, on the workers’ associations, on the other workers organizations and on their 


newspapers. 


Ve all know where Italy was taken by thie “balanced steadfastness” which, through a blind 
hostility to the workers movement, disguised tolerance and capitulation, following which 
there came the collapse which brought down even those who had tolerated and capitulated. 

On other occasions, ve have criticized previous governments for shortcomings ic determination, 
efficiency or sensitivity in the antiterrorist struggle. But at the same time we have not 
neglected to give due recognition to rerults, when achieved. But never before have we 
witnessed an out-and-out surrender. 


This is the most serious reason for our alarm and for the appeal which we make to the 
country; and at the same time this too is the princi»al reas«a for the vote of no confi- 
dence in the government that we wil’ issue. This is not the only reason, of course. Con- 
sistent with opposition policy which we announced when this government was presented to 
Parliament, when we said that we would judge it by its performance, we now note that, on 
the basis of its performance, the government is worse than anyone forecast. 


It has been so in its approach to the moral isswe, namely the explosion of scandals of 
all kinds, with ite diemissive and secretive attitude. It was so in the sefficiency and 
confusion displayed in the tragic first few days after the earthquake. ‘ do not forget 
these things, and neither will the public, despite the veil which some ; sple have tried 
to draw over these very serious problems in recent weeks. Sut we will at tire of pro- 
claiming your responsibilities and of exerting pressure on you. 


But, I repeat, the major reason for the Communists’ vote against the government, Enrico 
Berlinguer stre-sed, is that you have committed an abdication of authority--for which the 
prime minister ix primarily responsible--with respect to the supreme task facing every 
government of the rerublic, namely to safeguard the democratic institutions and to guarantee 
the security, freedom end the lives of all citizens. The concessions have opened a breach: 
It must be closed as soon as possible. What prompts the greatest indignation and even vrath, 
especially among those--first and foremost within the forces of law and order--who have 
most exposed themselves and involved themselves in the antiterrorist struggle, is that this 
submissiveness occurred at the time when the terrorist gangs were split, weakened and in a 
estate of crisis, as a result of the blowe--including some hard ones--received in both the 
political and legal fields. 
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Their crisis began in fact with the response which the government of the time, supported 
by us among others, gave during the Moro case. Now the remains of those gangs have 
regained their arrogance, are boasting a success and announcing further deeds and 
kidnapings. This is possible because this time their blackmail opened a breach, found 
an audience in certain political sectors and forced the government to shirk its duty. 


It is not true, therefore, Deputy Forlani, that the terrorists’ logic and the dynamic 

of their moves are unconnected with the attitudes of the government and of the political 
forces that support it. Actually, the facts show *hat they are us2d as a reference 
point by them and taken into their calculations. 


Next, some points about the post-D'Urso situation. The judge, he said, has returned 

to his family, and we welcome this fact with the same expressions of “human solidarity" 
addressed to him and his family by the president of the republic. But the following 
question looms over the country: How many lives might now be in greater danger? 


The terrorists--who destroyed the lives of Alessandrini, Bachelet, Galli, Casalegno, 
Tobagi, General Galvaligi, Rossa and so many other citizens, magistrates, policemen, 
Carabinieri and journalists--have in fact been emboldened by the submissiveness. 


Can tic; be stopped, repelled, defeated and subdued? Berlingver asked. We still believe 
that they can, because we feel that this is the country's wish and Leocause even during 
the very confused events of the past 3 weeks we have seen how many forces--in all strata 
of the population, in the Carabinieri and police forces, in the majority of the courts, 
in the newspapers which, it is reckoned, account for 90 percent of readers, among the 
workers, trade unions and men and groups from all the democratic parties, as well as the 
whole of our own party--have resisted and are demanding a truly vigorous response (and 
not hypocritical words) to the maneuvers and blackmail of terrorism and its accomplices. 


But there must be no repetition ever again of anything like what the government hus done 
during this period. This has been demanded even by representatives of tive DC leitwing, 
as w2ll as the PRI and the Italian Liberal Party and by sectors and individuais of other 
democratic parties. We want to krow clearly whether this clear undertaking will be made 
by the present government; and we will not be satisfied with contorted and generic 
statements that evade this very specific demand that we are making to you. 


Next, Berlinguer pointed to the proposal that the Communists have made to the country, to 
the demc.ratic forces and to all honest people of a government solution based no longer 
on the DC but on the PCI--a solution, he added, that we consider more valid than ever. 

in view of what has happened in recent months and weeks, in order to guarantwe the 
safety and f\ .ure of the republic. We are certain that this proposal will perietrate our 
people's minds with the mass movement and will prompt a response from the most 
responsible and farsighted forces within every democratic party. 


But meanwhile, the priority right now is to stop terrorism and to block the path of 
submission. This is why we have urged all our party organizations to mobilize, to be 
vigilant, to work amid the working class, the workers and the entire people, to support 
the forces of law and order and to struggle to isolate the terrorists. But also this is 
why, the PCI secretary general concluded, amid prolonged, enthusiastic applause, we 

now appeal to and call to action all the democratic forses which, irrespective of their 
stances or silences during the recent events, feel that from now on the republic's safety, 
freedom and life can no longer tolerate any deviation from the line of consistent, 
rigorous and real steadfastness. 
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PAJETTA CALLS FOR "GREATER DEMOCRACY’ WITHIN PCI 





LD191515 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 11-12 Jan 81 p 5 


[Sandro Viola interview with PCI Directorate member Gian Carlo Pajetta in Rome: "Now, 
Comrades, Make Up Your Own Minds and Don't Wait for Orders"--date not specified] 


[Excerpt] [Question] Deputy Pajetta, how would you sum up the reassertion of democracy 
announced oy tt: last PCI Central Committee meeting? 


[Answer] I would sum it up this way: The party has been reminded of the old saying, 
“physician, heal thyself." At a time when the PCI is advancing itself as a determining 
force in Italian democracy, as its guarantor, it could not fail to think again about the 
problem of democracy within itself. Clearly we could not plan a mobilization of the 
working people, of the citizens, and greater participation and involvement by them in 
supporting democracy if that involvement and participation were not first adopted within 
the PCI. You see, a Social Democratic representative needs very little--an important 
friend he can call, a few friends to patronize--but it is different for a Communist 
representative, who either succeeds in arousing his comrades’ interest in a particular 
project and so secures advice and help and sets in motion a process of democratic 
consultation, or proves worthless, in which case it is better to replace hin. 


For Greater Democracy 


[Question] But what is the source of the “sharp turn" of which [PCI Secretariat member] 
Napolitano and [Secretary General] Berlinguer spoke: Could it be said that the party 
leadership recognize the need within the PCI for greater democracy? 


[Answer] That need was there. And by that I mean not just the right to vote but also 
the demand for criticism on the leaders’ part, the need for a broader comparison of 
ideas--in sum, a broader movement in terms of what in other parties comes down, when all 
is said and done, to the irregular exercise of the right to vote. Let us take what has 
come to be called the November “turn.” Some of the leaders talked very clearly at the 
last Central Committee meeting. They said: We must take care because, although the 
democratic alternative proposal has received a positive welcome and some people are even 
talking about the "breath of liberation,” there is a danger that, as has happened 

before, the rank and file will stay home and do nothing and wait for the leadership to 
resolve the problem of the “new way of governing” or other questions of equal importance. 
There has been a general recognition that it is not just a question of sending out new 
policies from the top. What we want now is for the activities and the membership to 
understand that the leaders need more tan just agreement. What we want is for the activists 
to stop believing that the best Communists are those who simply declare themselves ready 
to carry out orders. 


[Question] But are we not seeing here the overturning of the party tradition, the 
tradition that fashioned democratic centralism? 


[Answer] Napolitano answered that question when he said that the expression democratic 
centralism contains two elements and that we now want to put the accent on the second. 

We are convinced among other things that this emphasis can produce greater unity and a 

kind of unity which is more effective and less formal than in the past. 
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[Question] But how did this course correction come about so suddenly and in so drastic 
a manner, without any intervening stages? 


[Answer ] It is not quite true to say that it came about suddenly. Back as the last 
congress we said that there should no longer be any taboo about unanimity. After that, 

it is true, the inevitable inertia and traditionalism slowed down the evolutionary impetus. 
Now we have made things clear. Of course, the party still considers it positive to seek 
unitary positions; but no one should think any longer that a position is not unitary 

just because it is reached after full or even sharp debate and following a motion on 

which opposing votes are even recorded. I will go further and say that a position can be 
one of unity even if the ccnclusions of a debate prove different from those advanced 

by the leading group. 


I Am Among Those Who Proved To Be in the Minority 


[Question] While we are on the subject, is it true that at the last Central Committee 
meeting the Secretariat was placed in the minority. Did it submit a document which 
was then rejected by the majority of those present? 


[Answer] ‘hat is true. I was one of those who found themselves in the minority. 

But the episode should not be viewed, as some overimaginative reporters have viewed it, 
as the conflwence of a particular “current” in the majority which then rejected the 
chair’s [presidenza] proposal. Let me tell you what really happened. At the end of 
the debate the chair proposed the approval of a short document dealing mainly with the 
organizational problems illustrated by Napolitano. The proposal looked inadequate 

and reductive, insofar as it failed to deal with the multiplicity of topics and problems 
considered in Napolitano's report, and in general to indicate the “sharp turn" of which 
both Napolitano and Berlinguer spoke. So the majority of the Central Committee decided 
to reject the proposal and asked instead for a document approving Napolitano's report 
and Berlinguer's conclusions. 


[Question] It is strange that, just as the last Eurocommunist pat_.y remaining at the 
PCI's side--the PCE--is experiencing a return to “Leninism," the Italian Communists 
should be raising the subject of internal democracy again.... 


[Answer] We believe that we are mature enough to do that, and events like those in 
Spain teach us that a communist party which wants to be vanguard and a mass party 
cannot be held together with Secretariat circulars.... 


[Question] How do you think that the invitation to greater internal debate and wider 
comparison of opinions will be viewed by the mass of Communist functionaries? 


[Answer] 1 hope it will be accepted without difficulties. If there are some who are 
unable to accept it, they will help us to see that we must change our way of working 
or indeed that we must change our profession. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER ON TRADE RELATIONS WIT IRAN 





LD210024 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0014 GMT 21 Jan 81 


[Text] The Portuguese foreign minister told Portuguese television tonight that his 
government will resume trade relations with Iran as soon as the release of the 52 Ameri- 
can hostages is officially confirmed. 


Asked tc comment on the reported departure of the hostages to Algeria, Andre Goncalves 
Pereira said: 


[Begin recording] Portugal never broke off diplomatic relations with Iran, contrary to 
that mistaken belicf among many Portuguese. We only suspended commercial relations and 
these will be promptly resumed on the reported release of the hostages being confirmed. 
{end recording] 


PINTO BALSEMAO VIEWS CURRENT ISSUES, POLICIES 





LD191049 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 11 Jan 81 pp 8-9 


{Juan Luis Cebrian 10 January interview in Lisbon with Portuguese Prime Minister Francisco 
Pinto Balsemao: “Armed Forces’ Reintegration Requires Dialogue With Military" ] 


[Excerpt] Question: it seems that the reform of the constitution will be the main topic 
in Portuguese politics in the immediate future. What role will the government play in 
it and what criteria will govern this reform? 


Answer: As I said in my inauguration speech, the government as such has nothing to do 
with the subject and has no authority to initiate a specific reform. But obviously my 
party and the Democratic Alliance can take the legislative initiative in this connection. 
As far as I am concerned, there are three basic aspects to the reform, apart from several 
other points of detail or constitutional technicalities: First, the reintegration of the 
armed forces--which are now accountable to the Council of the Revolution and the chief 
of general staff, who is now the president of the republic--into the government sphere. 
Second, the clear definition of the powers of each of the institutional bodies (the 
presidency, the executive, the assembly, and so forth.) And last, what we call the 
economic organization of the state, in other words the state's function in economic 

life. I believe that we must make a constitution which will nut divide us Portuguese 

on these points. 


Question: What process can be forecast in this connection? Will the reform take place 
this year? 


Answer: I believe so. The reform requires a two-thirds majority in parliament in order 
to be passed, and obviously we--I mean the Democratic Alliance--needs consensus wit: 

the Socialist Party, which I hope will be achieved. At present all the parties are 
examining their various plans for constitutivnal reform and I believe that the Democratic 
Alliance will be in a position to present its own in a few weeks’ time. The armed 
forces’ reintegration into the government sphere will mark the beginning of full 
democratic life in Portugal. 


Question: What is the sign’ficance of the armed forces’ return to government control? 
Answer: The disappearance of the Council of the Revolution and of its legislative capa- 


city and the armed forces’ subordination to political authority. This will mark the 
beginning of full democratic life in Portugal following the revolutionary transition. 
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Qvestion: Is the military well-disp»sed toward it? 


Answer: Several members of the Council of the Revolution and President Eanes himself 
have stated on various occasions that this is the final step needed in the building of 
Port. guese democracy, so I do not believe that there are any major problems. If there 
are any problems of procedure, the government itself is preparing structures capable 
of handling this reintegration so that there will have to be both a frank dialogue with 
the military and technical work. Obviously this reintegration will not take place by 
decree: it is = process in which we will have to examine the actual reequipment of the 
armed forces and Portugal's military obligations and commitments. 


Question: [fhe second point which you indicated was a clear definition of institutional 
power. Will this affect the president of the republic? What is your opinion of Eanes' 
role? 


Answer: I believe that a clear definition of the powers of every institutional body in 
the system can only benefit everyone, and of course everyone will be affected to a 
greater or lesser extent. As far as Eanes is concerned, he has said repeatedly that 
though his political blueprint is not the same as the Democratic Alliance's, he will 
respect the election results. In his speech at my government's inauguration, the presi- 
dent confirmed these ideas. In any case, the executive holds not a provocative stance, 
but a stance of institutional cooperation, though always maintaining its aim of fulfill- 
ing the Democratic Alliance's blueprint. 


Question: Let us talk about the economy. In your inaugural speech as prime minister, 
you forecast that inflation would not exceed 16 percent in 1981. 


Answer: Our economic plan is based on three objectives: greater development, with an 
increase in investments, which I hope will reach an 8 percent increase in the next 4 
years; greater productivity; and price control. This is a continuation of the plan 
which we pursued in 1980 and which yielded us good results and undoubtedly also 

victory in the latest elections. It must be borne in mind that in 1979 inflation in 
Portugal was over 24 percent. In 1980 it barely exceeded 17 percent and in 1981 it will 
be even lower, as I have said. And I am sure that the Portuguese workers will accept 
controls on pay increases as long as prices control continues to be effective and their 
purchasing power remains constant or improves. 


Question: What about energy? 


Answer: Here we have a serious problem, because we are 80 percent dependent on oil and 
Iraq has been our main supplier. I estimate that in view of the difficulties in supplies, 
we will have to strengthen our relations with other friendly Arab nations. 


Question: Does your plas envisage a reduction of unemployment? 


Answer: Already in 1980 we managed to contain unemployment figures, which are still high. 
However, in the near future we intend to promote civil construction and to carry out an 
ambitious housing construction plan with a credit system for home buyers. I believe 
that both plans will immediately be reflected in reduced unemployment. 


Question: How do you intend to finance the growth of investments? Will you increase the 
foreign debt? 


Answer: Portugal's foreign debt is already very large. Bear in mind that in this year's 
budget 70 billion escudos have been allocated to servicing and discharging it. This does 
not worry us too much, because our gold reserves are still abundant. But I do not 
believe that it would be wise to increase our indebtedness significantly. 
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Our Public Sector Too Large 
Questica: With regard to the public sector, do you envisage a denationalization plan? 


Answer: Our public sector is too large with regard to the economy as a whole and too 
many enterprises within it are sustaining enormous losses at the expense of state sub- 
sidies. This is why I believe that some sectors can and must be denationalized. I am 
not talking about complete denationalization, but about allowing competition from private 
enterprise in some sectors which are now public monopolies, such as banking and insurance. 
A bill in this connection has already been passed by the assembly, but the Council of the 
Revoiution, which has the functions of a constitutional tribunal, has vetoed it three 
times. 


Qucstion: Let us talk about your party's congress which will be held next month 


Answer: The Social Democratic Party [PSD] is the largest in Portugal. It is the one 
with most deputies and the strongest party in the municipalities; it also has an absolute 
majority in the autonomous regions of Madeira and the Azores, an increasing strength 
within the trade unions and good support among young people. In recent months it has 
been growing and, following Sa Carneiro's tragic death, there has been an out and out 
avalanche of new members, doubtless as a homage of solidarity and support to him. I 
believe that the congress will be one of consolidation at which members must realize that 
the party is an essential factor in Portugal's political stability. The PSD is a party 
that has reached its maturity and has demonstrated the fact at the most difficult moments, 
such as the death of its leader. It must remain consistent with this. 


Question: Will the posts of party chairman and prime minister be separated at the congress? 
Answer: It is too early to say anything yet. The present situation has its defects but 

also its advantages, and the various groups within the party are suggesting very different 
options. 

Question: But are you worried about the congress--I mean you personally? 


Answer: Not at all. 


Question: Are you worried about the possibility of the Democratic Alliance splitting 
before the end of the legislative period? 


Answet: At present I do not consider that possible either. 


Question: You mentioned your predecessor Sa Carneiro. Many people believe that toward 
the end he pursued an excessively conservative policy. 


Answer: I do not believe so. The Sa Carneiro government pursued a genuine social demo- 
cratic policy, channeled public funds toward the needy classes and imparted a thrust 

to the struggle against corruption, tax evasion and speculation. It pursued a policy of 
modernizing the country. 


Question: What policy will your government pursue in foreign relations? 


Answer: One of continuity. With Spain, specifically, we will have the best of relations, 
though aware of the specific problems--such as fishing, for instance--which must not in 
any way confuse the overall agreement. As for the general framework of foreign policy, 

we are worried by the situation in Poland. Neutrality is impossible when human rights are 
seen to be threatened, and Soviet expansionism cannot be accepted impassively. We con- 
demned the Afghan invasion at the time and we would do the same in Poland's case. More- 
over, Portugal is a member of NATO and will fulfill all its commitments within it. 
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Question: You mentioned the need for consensus with the Socialist Party on 
constitutional reform. Is it in fact possible? 


Answer: I have already said so. Dialogue with the democratic opposition and 
an agreement on certain basic points remain essential. 


Question: What is the state of your relations with Mario Soares? 
Answer: Extremely cordial, on a personal level. 


Question: Last, in your inauguration speech you indicated two fundamental points: 
On the one hand, the need for economic development, on the other, the pressing 
need for the democratization of civilian society--and you even urged society to 
or_anize itself not against the state but independently of the state. What did 

you mean by that? 


Ansver: I meant precisely that there is excessive state involvement in Portuguese 

life and that the state has no reason to maintain its predominance in several areas 

of social organization--and not only the economic field. For instance, the goverment 
does not have to intervene continually as mediator in labor regotiations and collective 
bargaining. On the other hand, social involvement and pluralism must be dynamized 

in all sectors and bureaucracy must be contained. In Portugal there are 400,000 
officials working for the central administration, and that is in addition to the 

ones working for local and peripheral administrations. 
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PCE COMMUNIQUE ON PSUC STANCE ON EUROCOMMUNISM 
LD191125 Barcelona LA VANGUARDI4 in Spanish 14 Jan 81 


[lext] Madrid, 13 January--Following yesterday's meeting, the PCE Executive Committee 
issued the following communique: 


“Iue Executive Committee has met to analyze the result and consequences of the Fifth 
United Socialist Party of Catalonia [PSUC] Congress. 


"It considers that the congress marked the abandonment of the policy pursued hitherto 
by both the PSUC and the PCE. It constitutes a serious regression in the Catalan 
communists’ stances, with very negative repercussions for Spain and even Europe. 


General Offensive 


“The Executive Committee is aware that this result is framed within a more general 
offensive against Eurocommunism which, based on objective factors (the exacerbation of 
the crisis, unemployment, international tensions and the revival of the right) and on 
errors and inefficiencies in our work, has as its aim a return to traditivnal stances 
which became obsolete in our party years ago. 


“This abandonment of the former policy has been reflected not only in the elimination of 
the term Eurocomeunism but in an entirely different political substance on international 
topics and in the policy on allivnces, the analysis of the transition and of the crisis 
and the nature of the party. This all represents an attitude of capitulation on the party 
of the working class and other progressive forces which, if it took place, would lead us 
to isolation, impotence and banishment to a ghetto. 


“The Executive Committee reasserts its determination to vigorously carry forward our 
party's Eurocommunist policy. it believes that, looking ahead to the 10th congress, the 
essential issue is the defense, development and amplification of this policy, which 
logically implies a self-critical analysis of the work done since the previous congress 
and a consideration of the new problems posed to us by the crisis, the state of autonomies 
and the need for stronger and more democratic party increasingly well integrated into the 
social fabric. 


"Inaiienable Surocemmunict Policy” 


“The Executive Committee declares that the essential components of what is known as the 
Eurocommunist policy, which the PCE considers inalienable, can be summed up in the 
following points: 


"First, the defense of world peace; the elimination of blocs; detente and disarmament, 
uniting all forces wanting swch @ policy and the vigovous rejection of Spain's entry 
into NATO. 


"Second, internationalist solidarity with all those struggling for socialism and national 
and social liberation from imperialisn. 


“Third, independence from other states, including socialist states, which implies the 
freedom to criticize stances which we judge detrimental to peace, socialism and other 
peoples’ independence; the condemna\ ion of any interference in the internal life of other 
parties. The reaffirmation of our well-known stances on Czechoslovakia, Afghanistan 

and Poland. 


“Fourth, the struggle for a new unity of the international workers; and communist movement, 
within respect for the differing stances of each party and refuting in word and deed any 
comcept of a leading party or state, in an effort to regain communism'’s international 
prestige. 
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“Fifth, the struggle for the unity of communists and socialists, surmounting, under 
present conditions, the consequences of the split of the twenties, and for the unity of 
the left and the progressive forces in Europe to defend peace and to provide a sociution 
to the crisis favorable to the workers’ masses and the peoples. 


“Sixth, socialism within freedom, political, pluralism and alternatives, democracy and a 
state that is laical--with respect not only to religions but also to philosophies--and 
with the citizens’ active involvement ia decisionmaking. And within this perspective, 

the defense, development and intensification of political democracy and its extension to 
the socioeconomic field. ‘he recognition and support of the social movements. The 
combination of political activity within the representative institutions with mass action, 
the exercise of which is guaranteed by the constitutio- The defense of the national 

and regional rights and freedoms of the peoples of Spain. 


“Seventh, full freedom of theoretical, philosophical and scient‘fic research and of 
education. 


“Eighth, the concept of the revolutionary Marxist party as a work;rts' and peoples’ party 
which, within a pluralist framework, aust demonstrate, through its ability to provide 
solutions and to cooperate with other workers’ and progressive forces, its fitness to 
guide the process of society's socialist transformation. 


“Obviously this policy embodies manifestations, in its international and domestic aspects, 
which we cannot tenounce without distorting our political blueprint. 


"The Executive Committee believes, proceeding from the points laid down above, that the 
foundations for PCE-PSUC cooperation, as stated in articles 20 and 42 of their respective 
statutes, have been broken by the conclusions of the Fifth PSUC Congress. 


"It resolves to support the stance adopted by the PCE secretary general at his 11 January 
meeting with the PSUC chairman and secretary general, and agrees, in accordance with the 
decisions reached at the meeting, to continue conversations to examine on what bases to 
establish this cooperation at the present state. 


"The Executive Committee believes that the solution of this abnormal situation depends on 
the PSUC members, who have the PCE's full support in this. It expresses its support for 
and solidarity with the efforts being made by everyone who is determined that the PSUC 
should regain its character as a Eurocommunist party.” 


Felipe Gonzalez Respectful 


[Spanish Socialist Workers Party Secretary General] Felipe Gonzalez, who at first 
declined to make any statement on this controversial topic, has told EFE his thoughts and 
stated that “nobody will be surprised if I say that I do not agree with the thesis 
approved by the PSUC. I do not agree at all,” he continued, “with the assertions on 
foreign policy. But the debate within that party seems strange to me, because it is 
completely alien to my ideological family, which is the socialist one. 


"I have,” he added, “made some rigorous criticiems, I believe, of Eurocommunism. But they 
ate criticiems from a socialist stance and in no way from stances close to the Soviet 
Union or to Leninism. However, we must respect the internal communist debate. The right 
should always be warned to be careful of the use that it makes of these debates.” He 
concluded by expressing the wish that these internal crises, both among the communists 
and among the centrists, would be resolved. 
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CATALONIAS COMMUNISTS DEFEND EUROCOMMUNISM 





LD192216 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2000 GYT 19 Jan 81 


[Text] Some 150 members of the Catalonian communist party, most of them belonging to the 
so-called workers sector, have issued a manifesto ceclaring their allegiance to Eurocommunist 
premises. One of their leaders said: the image of all the party's workers being identified 
wich pro-Soviet attitudes is a fase one. 


Additional Support 
LD192218 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2100 GMT 19 Jan 81 


[Text] Young Communists of Catalonia have declared therselve« Eurocommunist. This is 
stated in a resolution passed by the group's national committee after studying the Unified 
Socialist Party of Catalonia’s [PSUC] Fifth Congress. 


Further Reportage 
LD201914 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1600 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia [PSUC] leaders in the province of Gerona 

have sent a document to the Spanish Communist Party Central Committee declar!ng their 
unanimous support for the Evrocommunist line and premises. In the document they call on 

the Central Committee to implement an internal debate to lead to an extraordinary congress to 
correct the pro-Soviet, Leninist line adopted by the recent congress of the PSUC. The 
outcome of the Fifth PSUC Congress, in which the pro-Soviet line and theses came out on 

top of the Eurocommunist ones, has opened up a wide-ranging argument between the Spanish 
Communist Party and the Catalonian communists. 


TRAQ, SPAIN ISSUE JOINT STATEMENT 14 JANUARY 





JN141846 Baghdad Domestic Service in Arabic 1715 GMT 14 Jan 81 


{"Text” of joint Iraqi-Spanish statement issued in Baghdad and Madrid on 14 January 1981 
at the end of the visit to Spain made by ‘Izzat Ibrahim, vice chairman of the Iraqi Revolution 
Command Council] 


[Text] At the invitation of the Spanish Government, ‘Izzat Ibrahim, vice chairman of the 
Iraqi Revolution Command Council [RCC], paid an official visit to Spain from 12-14 January 
1981. ‘Izzat Ibrahim and the delegation accompanying him were accurded a friendly and 
hospitable welcome, something which reflects the cordial historical relations as well as 
the mutual friendship and cooperation linking the two countries’ peoples. 





During ‘Izzat Ibrahim's presence in Madrid, he was received by His Majesty King Juan 

Carlos I. He also held talks with Spanish Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez. Meanwhile, Hasan 
‘Ali, RCC member and trade minister in the Republic of Iraq; Juan Antonio Garcia Diez, 
Spanish minister of economy and commerce; Hamid ‘Alwan, Iraqi minister of state for foreign 
affairs; and Jose Pedro Perez Liorca, Spanish minister of foreign affairs, held working 
meet ings. 


During these contacts and in an atmosphere permeated by mutual frankness and understanding, 
the two sides held talks on the development of bilateral relations and the international 
situation, particularly those issues pertaining to vest Europe, the Arab region and the 
Arab Gulf. 


The two sides expressed their satisfaction with the excellent status of their bilateral 
relations and expressed the desire to continue strengthening these relations in a manner 

that is in harmony with the strong ties in all fields that concern the two countries’ peoples. 
They stressed their desire to promote and expand the economic, scientific, technical and 
other spheres of cooperation in the interest of the two countries. 
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The Spanish side has highly evaluated the economic and social accomplishments that have 
been achieved in Iraq under the leadership of President Saddam Husayn. It has also 
commended President Saddam Husayn's role in the Arab and international spheres. In this 
respect, the Spanish side stressed its interest in the national declaration announced by 
President Saddam Husayn on 8 February 1980 on relations between the Arab world and the 
neighboring countries, considering it a factor that can contribute to stability and 
balance in a region of great importance for world peace. 


The Iraqi side stressed its appreciation for Spain's firm stard in support of the just 
Arab causes in its international relations, both in the bilateral and multilateral fields. 


To develop bilateral relations, the two sides discussed ways of developing their economic 
and trade cooperation. Accordingly, and foliowing the meeting held by the joint Iragi- 
Spanish committee, the two sides expressed their satisfaction with te positive develop- 
ment of their economic and trade relations and with the results contained in the minutes 
of the fifth meeting of the joint committee, which took place on the occasion of this 
visit. The minutes detailed a search for new ways to achieve and develop economic 
cooperation, particularly in the fields of transport, communications, agriculture, 
housing, construction, oil industry and other industries in general. It also contained 
ways to increase and diversify trade exchange and to develop technical cooperation between 
the two countries. 


Contacts were also held between the members of the Iraqi side to the joint committee and 
Spanish institutions and firms with the aim of increasing trade exchange in the future. 
Agreement was reached to hold meetings next year. 


The Iraqi side explained the dangerous situation in the Arab region that has ensued from 
the signing of the Camp David accords, which represent a unilateral attempt that contra- 
dicts the Arab nation's interests and the Palestinian Arab people's rights. The Iraqi 
side outlined the efforts made by Iraq and the other Arab countries to cope with these 
daagers. The Iraqi side underlined the necessity of restoring a balance to the region as 
an important condition fe~ the establishment of 4 just and durable settlement. 


The two sides expressed their concern over the deteriorating situation in the Middle East. 
They reaffirmed their faith that the Israeli forces’ complete withdrawal from all the 
occupied Arab territories, including Jerusalem, and the establishment of the Palestinian 
people's national rights, including their right to self-determination in their homeland, 
are two basic conditions without which a just and durable peace cannot be achieved. 


The Iraqi side explained the situation in the Arab Gulf region and the developments in 
the confrontation with Iran. The Iraqi side also outlined the serious situation stemming 
from Iran's continuous violation of the principles of good neighborliness and coexistance 
and its refusal to recognize Iraq's legitimate rights and sovereignty over its waters and 
land. 


The Spanish side expressed its concern over the outcome of the dispute. It also expressed 
support for the various efforts being undertaken on all international levels to achieve 

a cease-fire and a just settlement through direct negotiations between the parties 
concerned, to secure their legitimate and just rights and to establish the bases of 
coexistance, cooperation and friendship among the region's states. 


The Iraqi side pointed to the threats of the increasing foreign military presence and 
the superpowers’ continuing attempts to obtain military facilities in this region, the 
thing which jeopardizes the region's peace, stability and progress. 
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The two sides reasserted their desire to contribute to the establishment of a new world 
economic order based on the principles of equality, solidarity and independence, putting 
an end to the unfair imbalance existing between th? developing and industrial states and 
guaranteeing fairer and better utilization of the productive forces, scientific achieve- 
ments and technology. 


The Spanish side highly appreciated Iraq's pioposal to establish a long-term world fund to 
help the developing states overcome the impact of inflation. 


The two sides agreed to exchange periodic visits and meetings on the highest levels to 
further promote, entrench, and maintain bilateral relations and joint cooperation to 
bolster world peace and stability. 


His Majesty Juan Carlos, King of Spain, renewed his invitation to his excellency 
President of the Republic of Iraq Saddam Husayn to visit Spain. The invitation was 
accepted. Its date will be fixed upon the two sides’ contacts through the proper channels. 


"Izzat Ibrahim expressed his appreciation for the hospitality and welcome accorded him and 
the delegation accompanying him and highlighted the friendship he felt during his visit 

to Spain. 

Madrid, 14 January 1981. 


MEXICO'S PRESIDENT SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH SUAREZ 





LD210012 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 2100 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] Prime Minister Suarez and Minister of Foreign Affairs Jose Pedro Perez Liorca, 
will go to Seville next Friday to meet the president of Mexico, Jose Lopez Portillo, who 
is scheduled to make 24-hour stopover during his trip to India. During the meeting it is 
likely that Lopez Portillo and Prime Minister Suarez will study the relations between the 
two countries, especially Hispanic-Mexican trade exchanges. 


CULTURAL COOPERATION ACCORD SIGNED WITH YUGOSLAVIA 





LD190444 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 1230 GMT 16 Jan 81 


[Text] A 2-year program of Spanish-Yugoslav cultural cooperation was signed today at 

the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The ceremony was presided over by Director 
General of Cultural Relations Gonzalez Mesa and the Yugoslav ambassador in Nedrid, 

Mr Cacinovic. The agreement anticipates a strengthening of cultural relations between the 
two countries and direct cooperation between universities and institutions in Spain and 
Yugoslavia. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE INCREASES STAFF IN TFHRAN 








LD201414 London PRESS ASSOCIATION ia English 1345 GtT 20 Jan 81 
[By Tom McMullan] 


[Text] Britain is increasing its diplomatic staff i= Tehran, the Foreign Office confirmed 
today. 


Two diplomats vere flying from London to Tehran today to join the British interests 
section in the Swedish Embassy. This will bring the number of British officials from 

the Foreign Office in Tehran to four. But a Foreign Office sj ckesman said this increase 
in staff “does not mean that relations between Britain and Iran can be considered as 
having returned to normal.” The spokesman said it was hoped that a release of the 
American hostages would bring about «nm overall improvement in relations between Britain 
and Iran. 


Meanvhile Britain was continuing its efforts to secure the release of the four British 
subjects held. In September lasc year, Britain withdrew all its diplomats from Tehran 
except one who then served in the British interests section of the Svedish Embassy. 

A month ago, an administrative officer was sent out to help him. The Foreign Office said 
today that the increase in staff was intended to cope with the extra work load there. 


GOVERNMENT SET TO RESUME TRADE TALKS WITH USSR 
LD201423 London THE DAILY TELECRAPH in English 20 Jan 81 p 5 








[Nigel Wade dispatch: “Britain Offers to Resume Russian Trade Talks™] 


[Excerpts] Moscow--Britain has offered Moscow a resumption of regular ministerial trade 
talks which the government put off last year to show dicapproval of Russia's move into 
Afghanistan. 


Russia has yet to reply formally to the proposal, but British officials hope that the 
joint commission on trade and economic matters will convene in London in May. 


Trade officia's in Whitehall believe a move should be made now to help British companies 
win their share of orders under Russia's new five-year economic plan, which is in its 
final stages of preparation. 


In another move, Mr Gavin Dick, under-secretary for trade, is to lead a delegation to 
Moscow next week for three days of trade discussions. His grow, will review the develop- 
ment of economic and industrial links since the signing of a bilateral co-operation 
agreement in 1975, and also explore prospects for further study at the proposed joint 
commissicn meeting in May. 


The proposed Nay session in London would be attended by Mr Parkinson, trade minister. 
The Russian delegation at joint commission meetings is usually led by a deputy minister 
of foreign trade. 


British officials say that while there are bound to be continuing political differences 
with Russia over Afghanistan, the government has always stipulated that it stood for 
mutually beneficial trade, and never intended that trade should cease. 


Provisional figures show that British exports to Russia totalled 452,750,000 pouads last 
year, an increase of about eight per cent, over the 1979 figure of 419 million pounds. 
Imports from Russia fell about five per cent, from 828,900,000 to 786,170,000 pounds. 
Officials in London say few major export contracts were signed with British companies last 
year, and much of the increased export volume was the result of deliveries made under 


contracts from previous years. 
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SUNCARIAN DEPUTY MINISTER MEETS OFFICIALS 20 JAN 
NC201901 Nicosia Domestic Service in Creek 1730 GYT 20 Jan 61 


[Excerpt] “ungarian Deputy Foreign Minister Karoly Szarka, who is on a 4-day official 
visit to Cyprus, was received by President Kiprianow today. The Hungarian official was 
accompanied by Dobos, Hungarian ambassador to Cyprus, and Pelayias, Foreign Ministry 
director general. 


Szarka extended to the president of the republic an invitation from Hungarian President 
Kadar [title and name as heard) to pay an official visit to Hungary. He then met Foreign 
Minister Rolandhis and later began talks with Pelayias at the Foreign Ministry, together 
with higher officers of the Foreign Ministry of both countries. 


In reply to an address by the Foreign Ministry director general, Szarka reaffirmed his 
country’s support in all efforts for a just solution of the Cypriot issue in accor?¢<.-“« 
with the Cypriot peoples’ expectations. 


In his eddress, Pelayias praised the two countries’ {friendly relations and expressed 
Cyprus’ desire to expand and further improve these relations. During the talks, both 
sides put forth their views on the international situation with special emphasis on 


Europe. They expressed the hope that the Madrid European Security and Cooperation 
Conference will have substantive results. The talks wil. be continued the day after 





tomorrow. 
MINISTER ON RECALL OF NATIONAL GUARD COMMANDER 


NC200650 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 20 Jan 81 p 10 


[Text] The Cyprus Government knows nothing about the replacement of National Guard 
Commander Gen lLoanni Komninos by Gen Piro Marlopoulo. 


Questioned by one of our editors last night, Interior Minister Veniamin said that “the 
Cyprus Government is not aware of anything official” and added that in such cases the 
Cyprus Government is asked for its approval, something that has not been done. 


Reports about the replacement of General Komninos appeared in an Athens newspaper and 
were reprinted yesterday in the Cypriot press. 


Official Statement 


NC201155 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 1130 GT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] An official statement says that the Greek Government today informed the 
Government of Cyprus that it had been decided to recall General Komninos who has been 
serving as commadner of the National Guard for the last 6 years. The statement adds 
that, according to established procedure, a recommendation regarding the person who will 
replace General Komninos has been conveyed at the same time for study and decision. 
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GOVERNMENT WELCOMES RELEASE OF U.S. HOSTAGES 





NC201917 Athens Armed Forces Radio in Greek 1900 GMT 20 Jan 81 
[Text] The following government statement was issued late this evening: 


The Greek Government welcomes with deep relief the release of the U.S. diplomats in 
Tehran as an action which not only restores international order but also puts an end 

to the hardships of the hostages and the agony of their families. With the release of 
the hostages a (?nightmarish) experience for the world community is terminated and the 
Greek Government hopes that this sad incident will contribute tc the more careful 
keeping in the future of the established rules of behavior in international relations. 
It is appropriate to acknowledge the efforts of all those who worked for the release of 
the U.S. hostages and in the last phase particularly the activities of the Algerian 
Government. 


PAPANDREOU VOICES VIEWS ON NATO, DEFENSE ISSUES 





NC191445 Athens EXORMISI in Greek 17-18 Jan 81 pp 1, 11 


[extꝰ of interview with PASOK Chairman Andreas Papandreou on Greek national affairs-- 
date not given) 


[Text] The dialogue with the government concerning the present existence of stored 
nuclear warheads in Greece has been concluded. The dialogue has been concluded by 
irrepairably exposing the policy of the “New Democracy" government because there are 
really unknown quantities of NATO and U.S. nuclear weapons stored in our country. 
While this is known to all the governments in the world and to all the foreign state 
agencies, it has been kept a secret for the Greek people, who would suffer the tragic 
consequences in the event of a worldwide conflagration. 


The government intentionally simplifies the question of foreign bases in Greece because 
the storage of nuclear weapons is actually a separate issue. The USSR has warned Greece 
that for as long as there are nuclear installations in our country, it would be a nuclear 
target in the event of a conflict between the two superpowers. Under these conditions, 
it is obvious that this huge issue should be submitted to the judgment of the people and 
the national representatives. 


It is the intention of PASOK to raise this issue in the Chamber of Deputies as soon as 
it assumes the government of the country. 


However, the question of nuclear weapons in Greece has been clarified recently by the 
United States and greatly discredits the government before the Greek people. It has now 
been affirmed that when Greece withdrew from the NATO military wing, the NATO and U.S. 
nuclear installations in Greece were not touched. Here is the proof: 


The report by the subcommittee on Europe and the Middle East of the congressional 
committee on international relations dated 27 March 1977 (1), pages 30 and 32, says: 


"The major installations utilized by the United States in Greece include the Ellinikon 
airbase near Athens and the Nea Makri communications station on the Greek mainland near 
Marathon. The main facilities on the island of Crete include the Iraklion air station 
on the island's north central coast and the Soudha complex located on the northwest 
coast near Khania. Other U.S. communications facilities and five NATO NADGE sites are 
spread throughout the country. In Creece, there are also nuclear weapons storage sites 
which serve both U.S. and NATO purposes.” 


(Note: It should be pointed out here that this subcommittee report is not classified 
but was circulated in a publication that can very easily be bovght in the United 
JStates!... 
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During the foreign policy debates in the Chember of Deputies, the government gave us the 
assurance that there were no nuclear warheads in Crete and specifically not in Soudha. 
However, in an article the other day (14 Jan 81) in the INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, 
U.S. journalist Sulzberger informed us that there are nuclear weapons in Soudha. The 
U.S. journalist writes: 


“At the same time, the Atlantic alliance--and especially the United States--depends 
heavily on the Soudha base for naval and ammunition support including nuclear storage; on 
Iraklion, Crete--as well as on the Ellinikon base near Athens--as air command bases, and 
on N. Makri near Marathon as a telecommunications center and on five special communica- 
tions posts in northern Greece." 


Therefore, it is obvious that the New Democracy government not only exposes the country 
and our people to nuclear destruction but also mocks the Greek people. 


However, in addition to the really huge issue of nuclear weapons, there is alse the issue 
of negotiations for Greece's reintegration into NATO's military wing and for che renewal 
of the "Greek-American defense agreement on the bases." 


Of course, the PASOK positions on these two issues are well known and immutable. Thus, 
we do not deem it necessary to repeat them. What we would like to stress at this time 
is that the government's way of handling the issues has been and still is unacceptable, 
even to all those who supported both Greece's participation in the Atlantic alliance and 
the presence of foreign bases in Greece. This is because this handling entails con- 
cessions in the country's national sovereign rights and a critical downgrading of our 
country's defense position. 


The government has anxiously pursued Greece's reintegration into NATO's military wing 
based on the allegation that if it did not, the United States would upset the balance of 
power in the Aegean to the benefit of Turkey. Moreover, the Greek Government set the 
country's reintegration as a prerequisite for the U.S. and NATO bases to remain in Greece. 
And “they attained" the reintegration! 


"They attained it" by agreeing to limit national airspace from 10 to 6 miles! 


"They attained it" by arreeing to upset the Aegean status which was in force before 1974. 
(The creation of the Larissa command raises for the first time the question of redistri- 
buting the Aegean operations control between Izmir and Larissa. It is swpposed that an 
agreement will be sought within the framework of a committee composyvd of the Turkish 
commander in Izmir, the Greek commander in Larissa and the U.S. cormander in Naples. 
However, until an agreement is reached--if it is reached--Naples will be making decisions 
on the operational control in the Aegean!) 


"They attained it" without binding the United States on the maintenance of the military 
balance in the Aegean! 


And we have reached the amazing result of Greece having returned to the military wing of 
NATO with the main goal to maintain the Greek-Turkish balance in the Aegean without even 
having secured this condition. Thus, the government has managed to reenclave Greece into 
NATO and let the United States and NATO free to convert Turkey into a major arsenal in 
the eastern Mediterranean. 


The negociations for the U.S. bases are continuing. The United States is pressing the 
government to agree to the extension of U.S. range of action beyond the conventional 
area of NATO. 


The United States is pressing the government to finalize a new status of operational 
control in the Aegean to the benefit of Turkey. 


The United States is pressing the government to agree to the complete demilitarization of 
the Aegean islands. 
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And whereas the government should be in a position to at least set as a condition—-according 
to its official planning targets--the maintenance of the Greek-Turkish military balance 
in the Aegean, just the opposite happens. 


That is, the United States is threatening to upset the balance in the Aegean completely 
in favor of Turkey, should Greece not accept all the conditions set by the United States-- 
range of action of the bases, nuclear weapons, new status in the Aegean and so forth. 


It would probably be worthwhile to also stress that the five secret protocols accompanying 
the "U.S. agreement" almost certainly include the U.S. commitment to support in the long 
run all the Turkish demands at the expense of our country's territorial integrity. 


Consequently, both the present and the previous governments of "New Democracy" have fully 
proven that they are incapable of handling our national affairs (always within the frame- 
work of their own policy) without serious national losses; and that they are prepared to 
finally yield to the demands of the Atlantic alliance which would result in the shrinkage 
of our national sovereignty! 


Therefore, it is nationally momentous that the president of the republic should immediately 
proceed with the dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies and the proclamation of elections 
so that the Greek people may be able to participate in the making of decisions, which in 
the long run will determine the nation's fate. 


Averof Response 
NC192135 Athens APOYEYMATINI in Greek 19 Jan 81 p 18 


[extꝰ of Defense Minister Evangelos Averof's 18 January statement in answer to 
Papandreou's interview with EXORMISI] 


[Text] Im his EXORMISI interview and in an editorial of the same weekly newspaper, Mr 
Andreas Papandreous again brings up the possible existence of nuclear warheads in Greece. 
He affirms their existence. He doubts the accuracy of my relevant cautious statement, and 
he even says in the editorial that "serious doubts are being created about my general 
mental condition." 


I will not answer this last point. If we speak about mental conditions of Greek statesmen 
in national struggles, I will have to say tough self-evident things, things that I wish 
to avoid. Besides, all this is well known to the public. What the public is not well 
aware of is nuclear weapons, certain aspects of which are kept secret in all the countries. 


The PASOK chairman is trying to throw light on these aspects, but he makes a mistake in 
basing his views on presumed official U.S. texts, which he has first released here. Be- 
cause they give rise to misinterpretations both here and abroad, the following clarifi- 
cations are necessary: 


First: his interview in the 17-18 January issue of EXORMISI (and other reports in the 
newspaper) refers to a report of the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee. This reference 
is misleading. The matter is about a study made by the Library of Congress, through a 
British contributor. It is categorically stated in the preface of the study that the 
contents do not reflect the official views of the Congress. Some variation then, in the 
direction that accidentally helps Mr Papandreou in his declarations, [kapio lathos lipon 
sti dhiefthinsi pou kata tikhi dhiefkolini ton K. Papandreou sta kirigmata tou] and some 
ignorance of the preface [kai kapia agnoia tou prooimiou], prevent us from stating offi- 
cially either that there are or are not nuclear warheads, because we believe that either 
of these two statements is detrimental to the country's security. 
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Second: In the same interview, the PASOK chairma. refers to a recent article by Mr 
Sulzberger to draw the conclusion that there «-e nuclear weapons at the Soudha base. If 
this is the meaning of the article, which chronologically is somewhat vague, (exactly 

as Mr Papandreou translates the article himself), then the distinguished American journa- 
list is a victim of inaccurate information. On Crete, in particular, the government de- 
cided that it should disclose the reality by stating both in the Chamber of Deputies and 
to the press that there are no nuclear weapons anywhere on the island. If Mr Papandreou 
continues to prefer unofficial U.S. sources over official Greek sources, this is another 
matter. 


Third: The PASOK chairman insists that there are nuclear warheads in Greece, that Greeks 
and Americans have separate keys to their storage sites and that this is enough for 
Greece to become a target of nuclear attack. There are others who support the opposite 
opinion, that is, as long as they can only be used with our consent, these veapons will 
be used only for the defense of our nation in the event of a world war. 


However, ia the event that Mr Papandreou's view is correct, the following question 
arises: These weapons systems were developed in Eurcpe between 1953 and 1962. The most 
accurate of these systems--two kinds--were developed in 1964 when Greece was ruled by 
the late Yeoryios Papandreou. The present PASOK chairman was then one of the top minis- 
ters, son of the all-powerful prime minister. The cold war during that post-Cuban 
period was more aggravated than today. Consequently, according to Papandreou's argu- 
ment, the storing of nuclear warheads has made us a more probable target of a nuclear 
attack. 


However, what were Mr Papandreou's actions, while he was in a high government position, 
toward the protection of his country from the dangers that he is pointing to today and 
which were greater at that time? How can such a radical change of position on such a 
basic issue be explained? Could it be that he did not know there were nuclear weapons 
in Greece which, if they are here today, have been here since then? If we support that 
all of the countries mentioned in the Library of Congress study (that is, including 
Greece) accepted the nuclear weapons, was he unaware that they had accepted them, two 
of the most accurate ones, in 1964, that is during the period he was in power and during 
his newborn anti-Americanism? 


But if he was unaware of all this, then another conclusion is drawn: That Mr Papandreou 
was less interested in the country's defense when he was in power than now when he is 

in the opposition. While in the opposition, Mr Papandreou is mainly interested in popu- 
lar sloganeering which will attract sometimes one side sometimes the other side of 
citizens. However, sloganeering misleads toward taking public stances that could harm 
the country, because there are delicate matters which dictate restraint, prudence and 
responsibility. 
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PRESS REACTION TO EVREN'S 15 JAN KONYA ADDRESS 





NC201036 [Editorial Report] Istanbul's Turkish press has carried the following recent comment 
on Turkish Head of State Gen Kenan Evren's 15 January public Address in Konya, Turkey. 


On 16 January, HURRIYET, on page 3, carries an editorial by Oktay Eksi who says: “Head 

of State Gen Kenan Evren has made another disclosure long awaited by the public. He 

said ‘since the day we came to power we have been saying that we will rectify the present 
corrupt situation. We have set out with a plan: We will establish a constituent 
assembly and we will return to a democratic system. This is a soldier's word, a word of 
honor. Now I am declaring here in Kou.,a: The constituent assembly will be established 

on a date between 30 August and 29 October. Let me point out, however, that the 

National Security Council will not remain outside.'" After saying that the Turkish nation 
should consider this declaration as a reliable assurance, Oktay Eksi continues: “However, 
there are certain points in Head of State Gen Evren's address that we deem it our duty 

to dwell upon, to express our views: Every sensible fellow countryman wishes to see the 
abandonment of an economic policy which has pushed Turkey into the grip of inflation and 
which considers creating a deceptive welfare paradise by minting money without counter- 
balance as a great achievement. It is a fact, however, that even those who most earnestly 
desire to see the 24 January 1980 measures achieve success have recently been worrying 
about the outcome. This apparently is due to the fact that the public economic enterprises 
have not been placed under a rational administration and that the inflation has not yet 
been curbed as much as has been expected. We believe that the present administration 
should bend on these issues in a specific manner." 


Qn 17 January, MILLIYET, on page 2, carries an article by columnist Mumtaz Soysal who 
comments on Gen Kenan Evren's announcement that the constituent assembly will be estab- 
lished on a date between 30 August and 29 October, and that present political parties 
will not be represented init. Soysal says: "Such a solution was tried after 27 May 
1960 when the 196] constitution was being prepared. .. The law establishing the 
constituent assembly contained this provision: ‘Those who, through their activities, 
publications and behavior, continued until the 27 May revolution to support acts and 
policies contrary to the constitution and human rights may not be elected members of the 
House of Representatives. ...' This provision excluded from constitutional debates 

a section of the political cadre in the country, including those who cherished specific 
views on the future of the country. These people never ceased to question the legality 
of the constitution. This is the great danger which lies behind the statement that ‘no 
one will be included in the constituent assembly from the political parties." If we 
wish to see Turkey enter a long healthy period, this danger must unavoidably be averted." 


On 17 January, CUMHURIYET, on pages 1 and 5, carries a commentary by Ugur Mumcu who 
quotes passages from Gen Kenan Evren's address in Konya on 15 January and says, among 
other things: "The Turkish Armed Forces have so far taken over the administration of 

the country three times, but in each case withdrew to its barracks after handing over 

the administration to the civilians. No military dictatorship has been experienced in 
our recent history. Honorable Evren most authoritatively accentuated this fine tradition 
of our armed forces in his recent speech in Konya. We therefore happily welcome the dis- 
closure about the constituent assembly." After stressing the importance of the manner 

in which the constituent assembly will be formed, Mumcu continues: “If the constituent 
assembly to be established is open to all sections of our population, this will extensively 
reflect the democratic character of the constitution to be drafted. Undoubtedly, if 
discussions on the constitution are to begin simultaneously with the formation of the 
constituent assembly, such discussions will lend strength and respect to the text of the 
constitution.” 
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Mumcu concludes: “If we do not wish to go back to the period before 12 September, 
we must see to it that allissues are discussed, without any prejudice, in the light 
of the bitter experiences of the past. If the constituent assembly is open to all 
sections of our society this will undoubtedly add to the strength of the 12 Septen- 
ber administration. 


"In such periods silence becomes an unknown enemy and freedom becomes an unwanted 
friend. The friendship of frank speech and the enmity of silence will become much 
clearer later on. 


"It is a fact that discussing the constitution is much more important than preparing 
ic.” 


On 19 January, MILLIYET, on page 1, carries an unattributed editorial entitled "A 
Difficult Quest" which says: "It is clear that we are in quest of a multiparty 
model of democracy. This quest will begin in the autumn of 1981 and will continue 
until concrete clauses find their way into the constitution to be drafted by the 
constituent assembly. It is difficult to say that those institutions which are 
occupied with politics as well as individuals possess clear-cut views on the out- 
lines of the new model. To be more frank, no one knows what is desired. But we al) 
know what is not desired, and that is the kind of democracy practised before 12 
September.” 


The editorial then draws attention to the blunders that led to the military take- 
over on 12 September and continues: “At this juncture, we wish to point out cer- 
tain dangers which may adversely affect the structure of the new model. True, no 
one wishes to return to the conditions which prevailed before 12 September, but 
this wish springs from the circumstances which resulted in the wrong implementation 
of the principles; that is, the danger we wish to avoid stems not from the prin- 
ciples but from the method of implementation." The writer then concludes: "We 

all know that a guided model of democracy will, in the end, create more serious 
problems than those in the past. Nor can we deny that quests which aim at containing 
the progress of our society will meet the opposition of the masses in a short time. 
It is not easy to find a solution.... In its quest for new solutions, the 12 
September administration has a duty to refrain from sowing the seeds of blunders 
committed in the past. To pvt it briefly; a difficult period of searching is 
beginning.” 
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